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To whom it may concern;

| am writing in my capacity as the President-Elect of the Species in Ancient
Lakes (SIAL) research consortium, and as a research scientist with >40 years
studying the ancient lakes of the world to strongly protest the planned changes in
Russian law changing allowable concentrations of chemicals discharged into
Lake Baikal - including nitrates, phosphates, chloride, and synthetic surface-
active substances from detergents and washing powders. The change in Russian
law would allow increases by as much as 15 fold. Lake Baikal is famous among
scientists and the general public alike world wide for its exceptional biodiversity
and status of the world’s oldest and most diverse freshwater lake. It is a jewel in
the natural patrimony of Russia and now attracts visitors from around the globe
because of its unique beauty and importance to the planet. | had the good
fortune to visit Lake Baikal in 2002 during a SIAL Congress and was able to
observe firsthand during several dives in the lake just how extraordinary this lake
is from a biodiversity and conservation perspective. Lake Baikal’s extraordinary
ecosystem and outstanding water clarity owe their origin and persistence to the
extremely low nutrient levels the lake experiences. The new relaxation of nutrient
and pollutant discharge regulations into the lake would severely threaten this
lake. | urge the Russian Federation to insure that no change is made to allow
higher nutrient loads into Lake Baikal, so that it persists as the gem that it is
today for generations to come.



Sincerely yours,

s
Andrew S. Cohen
Distinguished Professor of Geosciences and Joint Professor of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology
University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ USA

520-621-4691
cohen@email.arizona.edu
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Kyga: MnHucTepcTBO NPUPOAHBLIX PECYpPCOB
n akonorun Poccuinckon denepauuu

B oTBeT Ha: IaMeHeHUs B pOCCUNCKOM 3aKOHOLaTeNbCTBE OTHOCUTENBHO
AonyctumMoro cbpoca 3arpsasHsaLWmMX BelecTs B 03epo barkan

30 mapta 2019 .
K cBegeHmto 3anHTepecoBaHHbIX NuLy

A nuwy Ha npaBax n3bpaHHoro npesngeHTa Hay4yHo-nccnegoBaTenbCKoro
KOHCcopuuyma no Buaam B gpeBHux o3épax (CUAI), a Takke Kak y4€HbIN,
koTopbi 6onee 40 neT nccnenyeT ApeBHME 03€pa MUpPa, YTOObI BbIpasnTb
peLUnTeNbHbIM NPOTECT NPOTUB MIAaHUPYEMbIX U3MEHEHUIA B POCCUCKOM
3aKoHO4aTeNbCTBE OTHOCUTENbHO AONYCTUMbIX KOHLIEHTPALMN XUMUYECKNX
BeLLeCTB, cOpacbiBaeMblx B 03epo baikan, Bkntovast HATpaThbl, gocdaTthl,
XJIOPUA N CUHTETUYECKME NOBEPXHOCTHO-aKTUBHbIE BELLECTBA U3 MOKOLLMX
CpeacTB U CTUParnbHbIX MOPOLLKOB. OTU U3MEHEHUSI B POCCUNCKOM
3aKoHoaaTenbCTBe yBenuyaT aTu KoHueHTpauuu B 15 pas. Osepo bavikan
N3BECTHO KaK Cpeamn YYEHbIX, TaK 1 LUMPOKON 0BLLECTBEHHOCTM BO BCEM MUPE
BGnarogaps ero UcknuYnTeNbHOMY 6UopasHOoBpPa3nko 1 cTaTycy camoro
ApeBHero n Hanbonee MHOroobpasHoOro NPECHOBOAHOMO 03epa. ATO COKPOBULLIE
B NPUPOOHOM Hacneamm Poccun, Ybs yHUKanbHasa KpacoTa U BaXXHOCTb 415
nnaHeTbl NpMBReKaeT cenvac nogen co Bcero mmpa. MHe noc4acTnmBMnOCh
nocetntb bankan B 2002 r. Bo BpeMsi KOHrpecca koHcopumyma CUAAJT, n npm
MOrpy>XeHusiX s CMOrr BOOYMIO HabnoaaTh, HACKONbKO HEOBbIYaMHO 3TO 03epo C
TOYKM 3peHnsa BuopasHoobpasmst U coxpaHHOCTU. McKniounTenbHasa akocuctema
Baikana n kpucTansHO YncTasa Boga obycnoBneHbl NPOUCXOXAEHNEM U
BbIHOCIMBOCTbIO MPU YPE3BbIYANHO HU3KMX YPOBHAX OUMOreHHbIX BELLLECTB B
o3epe. OcnabneHne HopMaTUBOB cOpoca BUOreHHbIX U 3arpsa3HAOLLMX BELLECTB
B 03€pO0 CO34acCT CEPbE3HYIO Yrpo3y ANnd 03epa. A HacTOATENbHO NpU3blBato
MpaeutenscTBo Poccuinckon depepauumn rapaHTUpoBaTh, YTOObLI HUKAKoe
BHOCMMOE N3MEHEHME He MOBbILLAN0 Harpy3ky GUoreHHbIX BELECTB B 03epe, 1
Bankan, kak n cenvac, octaBarncs XXeM4Yy>XMHOW ONA MHOIMMX MOKOSNIEHUN.

C yBaxeHuewm,
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Ongpto C. KosH
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